Subacute sclerosing panencephalitis with generalized seizure as a first symptom: a case report.
Subacute sclerosing panencephalitis (SSPE) can show variations in its clinical course. Typical initial symptoms consist of intellectual decline, deterioration in school performance, and myoclonic jerks. Atypical forms of presentation such as generalized seizures and acute or subacute coma can be observed rarely. This report describes a 5-year-old boy with an atypical feature of SSPE, generalized seizures. For 1 month his only symptom was seizures, followed by personality and behavioral changes and myoclonic jerks. A diagnosis of SSPE was made based on the boy's history of measles, characteristic electroencephalogram changes and compatible magnetic resonance, and elevated anti-measles antibody titers in the cerebrospinal fluid and serum. The case presented in this article is a good example of SSPE in which, at early stages, some of the signs and symptoms can lead to an erroneous diagnosis.